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SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 23rd June 2008

in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs C Osborne (Mayor), N Aldis, M Bartlett, D Gale, M Pettitt, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman and Mrs S Sutton 
Also present were Alistair Burt MP, County Cllr J Scott, District Cllr M Butler, Police Inspector M Egan, Police Constable L Prutton, Ms L Walton, Brookdale Homes one member of the Press and 18 members of the public.
1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Blaine, Broughton, Jones, Smith and White







(35/08)

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members (36/08)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Aldis, item 10 (2) as he is Treasurer of Sandy Historical Research Group who are applying for a grant.
Cllr Gale, item 8 (b)11 as he is an ex-employee, shareholder and in receipt of a pension from Greene King.
(b) Personal Interests 
Cllr Pettitt, planning application 08/00885/FULL as he is the Secretary of Sandy Sports and Leisure Association (SSLA) (the applicant).

3. Lisa Walton – Care and Development Director, Brookdale Homes to provide information/answer questions on 8 Bedford Road

(37/08)
Ms Walton described the services provided by Brookdale Homes.  They are a care provider for adults over 18 diagnosed with autistic spectrum disorders. They have 8 care homes (2 in St Neots, 1 in Wyboston, 1 in Sandy and a number in North London) and a hospital in Wyboston. The company has been in operation for 10 years.
They are regulated by the Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) and Ms Walton urged people to look at the published inspection reports on the other homes run by Brookdale.
Sheridan House, 8 Bedford Road has at present the capacity to house 9 residents, although there are only 5 in occupation at the moment.  All the residents need help and supervision in all aspects of their lives.
3. Lisa Walton – Care and Development Director, Brookdale Homes to provide information/answer questions on 8 Bedford Road

(37/08)
(Contd)

They use local facilities and public transport and hopefully will eventually be able to return to their families or be discharged to lower dependency care.

The company is applying to extend the home to house 20 residents in total, which it is hoped will include a unit for people needing lower dependency care.

A number of questions were asked by Council Members, members of the public and Mr Burt concerning aspects of the running of the home and these were answered by Ms Walton.

A Council Member deplored the circulation of unpleasant, anonymous letters about the home to local residents, some of whom were elderly and frightened by the content.  Mr Burt supported this criticism.

4. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy 
(38/08)

PC Prutton distributed the Sandy crime figures for April and May.  Incidences of recorded crime and anti-social behaviour had reduced between April and May.
Inspector Egan was asked about the potential for establishing an alcohol free zone in Sandy.  He said that before the police could make a judgement on this they need a fuller picture of the problem.  The Clerk undertook to supply evidence found by the Council Groundstaff in the Recreation areas.

A Member asked if the Council could have a record of speeding tickets issued in the town and PC Prutton said that this would be possible.

Mr Burt asked if the “Halfway Houses” located in Sandy were causing any problems and was told that since the public meeting held between all interested parties there had been no calls of complaint to the police or the Town Council.
5. Oral questions from electors 






(39/08)


An elector asked whether the Town Council would give active support to the provision of a supermarket on land proposed for development opposite the station. There were no plans for such a development at the moment.

Resolved: That the matter be referred to Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee for consideration at its meeting to be held on Monday 30th June 2008.

6. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council













  
(40/08)
(See list attached)
7.  Mayoral communications  






(41/08) 
14.5.08
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the annual Mayor



Making Ceremony at St. Ives Town Council.

15.5.08 Accompanied by the Mayoress, attended the annual Mayor



Making of Huntingdon Town Council.

18.5.08 
The Mayoress, attended the Commemoration and



Thanksgiving Service for Lord Pym held at St Swithun’s



Church.

20.5.08

Attended the NALC Conference at Eastbourne.

& 21.5.08

1.6.08
   Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Civic Service and



Parade at All Saints Parish Church, Market Hill, St Ives.

7.6.08
Accompanied by the Mayoress, opened the Bedfordshire



Skating School Club’s exhibition in the library.  Councillor



Aldis was also present.

7.6.08
With the Mayoress, attended the Bedfordshire Army



Benevolent Fund Reception and Ceremony of Beating 



Retreat at Woburn Abbey.

10.6.08

Supported by the Mayoress, opened the new Sandy Young



People’s Youth Club at Sandye Place School.  Councillors D



and P Sharman were also present.

15.6.08
Accompanied by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of



Peterborough’s Civic Service and Parade in Peterborough



Cathedral.

20.6.08

Attended a Professional lunch at our Town Council Offices



organised by Beds County Council and Christian Family



Care including an update on the new Children’s Centre 



Services.

20.6.08

With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Houghton Regis’



Civic Reception at the St. Vincent’s Social Club.

7.  Mayoral communications  






(41/08) (Contd)

21.6.08

With the Mayoress, judged the Carnival floats at Sandy’s



Summer Festival and took part in the procession.  

The Mayor thanked the organisers of the Sandy Festival for a very successful day.

8.  Minutes and Reports 







(42/08)
To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

(a) Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 12th May 2008.
Resolved: (i) That the minutes, including exempt minute, no (33/08), which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(ii) That exempt minute, no (33/08) remain as an exempt item.

(b) Meeting of Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 19th May 2008.
Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.


Recommendations:

10. Street Lighting Column.

                     (P09/08) 


Resolved: (a) That column S3 in the Avenue be replaced at a cost of £798.17 and that this sum should be found from the contingency amount.


(b) That the Clerk be requested to ask that Column S3 in New Road be returned to an upright position.

11. Queen’s Head Garden

(P10/08)

Cllr Gale left the Chamber during consideration of this item.
Resolved: That the Town Council grant the use of the two small triangles of land adjoining the Tourist Information Centre to the Queen’s Head Public House for their use, however, the ownership of the land is to remain with the Town Council.
12. Litter Bins – Sunderland Road Recreation Ground (P11/08)

Resolved: That three litter bins be provided alongside the ditch at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground at a cost of £300, to be sourced from the contingency amount.

13. Moles in Cemetery

(P12/08)

Resolved: That Mr Gilbert be requested to undertake the training to become a licensed pest operative at a cost of £550, the cost to be sourced from the contingency amount.

15. Fence in Bedford Road Recreation Ground
 (P14/08)  

Resolved: That the installation of a palisade fence in the play area at Bedford Road be deferred until the Open Spaces Sub-Committee has considered further action to deter the use of the area by youths. 
(c) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 2nd June 2008.

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.


Recommendations:

7. Standing Orders of Sandy Town Council (F06/08)

Resolved: (a) That the index be printed in lower case in a larger font.

(b) That Paragraph A1 be amended to read:

Meetings of the Council shall be held at the Council Chamber, 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire, at 7.30 pm, which may be changed at the discretion of the Mayor, Deputy Mayor or Chairman of a Committee, subject to the statutory notice period being observed, and shall end before 10.30 p.m. 
Resolved: That subject to these amendments the Standing Orders be approved for adoption by Town Council.
(d) Meeting of Audit Committee held on Monday 16th June 2008.  
Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.

Recommendations:

7. Statement of Annual Accounts for financial year ended 31.3.2008
 (A06/08)

Resolved: That the Statement of Annual Accounts 2007/2008 be approved.

9. Reports from Representatives 





(43/08)
(a) Cllr D Sharman reported that the Sandy Charities Trustees had met recently. It had spent more in grants over the preceding twelve months than it had received in income.
Cllr Gale reported that the Sunderland Road Pavilion Construction had again been subject to an unavoidable delay because of the very high water table interfering with the completion of groundworks.  The new date for completion is 25th July 2008.

(b) The report by the Mayor about his attendance at the NALC conference was received and considered.

Resolved: That a number of important issues raised in the Mayor’s report on the NALC Conference should be considered by Council at its Special Meeting to be held on 21st July 2008.

A vote of thanks was made to the Mayor for his attendance at the conference.
10.  Clerk’s Report 








(44/08)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

1.  Accounts 01.04.08 to 31.05.08 
Resolved: That the lists of receipts and payments for April and May 2008, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

2. Grant Application


Cllr Aldis, having previously declared a prejudicial interest in this matter, made representations under Standing Order 96 (a) before leaving the Chamber while the matter was considered.
An application had been received from the Sandy Historical Research Group for £250 assistance towards the cost of obtaining a clearance in order to allow access to the Station House for consideration of its suitability for use as a museum.  

10.  Clerk’s Report    (Contd) (44/08)
Resolved:  That the Town Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972 should incur the 
following expenditure which in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure:

A grant of £250 (without setting a precedent) be made to Sandy Historical Research Group with the monies being allocated from the Contingency Account.  

3. Notification of External Audit

The external auditors BDO Stoy Hayward have sent notification that the Annual return and supporting documentation is to be submitted to them by 11th July 2008.  The Statutory Notice of Audit has been posted.

Resolved: That the date of the External Audit be noted.
4. Final End of Year Accounts

Resolved:  That the End of Year Accounts 2007/2008 and the Annual Return 2008 be approved and adopted for submission to the External Auditor.


5.  Annual Governance Statement 

Resolved: That the Certificate of Assurance regarding the Town Council’s Internal Control and Audit systems 2007/2008 be approved and signed for submission to the External Auditor.

6. Installation of Radio Equipment (Emergency Services)

A letter had been received regarding the proposed relocation and improvement to radio equipment serving the emergency services in Sandy.  This is in order to improve the radio coverage in Sandy.  It would entail installing a lattice tower plus some ground based units on the Middlefield Industrial Estate in Sunderland Road.


Resolved: That in principle the Town Council would support such an application, subject to the plans being reviewed by the Council.
10.  Clerk’s Report    (Contd) (44/08)

7. Outside Bodies

 (a) Ivel Valley Countryside Project

Resolved: (a) That the information that this Group is now part of the Beds Rural Communities Charity be noted and the organisation removed from the Town Council’s list of Outside Bodies.

(b) That a member of Beds RCC be requested to attend a Council meeting to talk about the work of the organisation.

(b) Sand Caste Wood Partnership

Resolved: That the information that this Group is now defunct be noted and the organisation removed from the Town Council’s list of Outside Bodies.

(c) Mid Beds Council for Voluntary Service

Resolved: That the information that this Group no longer has parish representation be noted and the organisation removed from the Town Council’s list of Outside Bodies.

(d) Sandy Community Safety Forum

Mr Rob Parsons the Community Safety Manager wrote saying that as a first step Mid Beds intend to organise a stakeholder group of key partners and others active in community safety in Sandy to explain what is hoped to be achieved through the Forum. This will then evolve and widen to include others in the Forum proper.

A date of Wednesday 16th July 2008 at 7.30 pm in the Council Chamber has been set for the meeting of the stakeholder group and Town Council is invited to appoint two members to attend.  Refreshments will be provided.

A further date of Wednesday 24th September has been put forward for the first meeting of the Forum to take place in the education room at the pavilion in Sunderland Road.

Resolved: (a) That Cllr Aldis be requested to attend the meeting of the Stakeholder Group as the Town Council’s representative.

(b) That Cllr Broughton be approached to ask if he too would like to take part in this meeting.
10.  Clerk’s Report    (Contd) (44/08)
8. Resignation of Cllr O’Leary
Resolved: That the resignation of Cllr O’Leary be noted together with the information that a Casual Vacancy has been advertised for the Fallowfield Ward in Sandy.
9. Youth Council Meetings

Resolved: That the date of the next meeting of the Youth Council to be held on Thursday 7th August 2008, 6.30 to 8.30 pm in the Council Chamber be noted.

10. Trees at Bedford Road

Resolved: That the work recommended by the Tree Officer at Mid Beds District Council on the trees in Bedford Road Recreation Ground be carried out at a cost of £2,500, to be funded from the Interest on Capital Account. The work to take place after permission has been granted under the conditions of the Tree Preservation Orders.
11. Action for Market Towns National Convention 2008

Notification has been received that this is to take place on 1st and 2nd October 2008 in Skipton, North Yorkshire. 
Resolved: That Cllr Aldis be requested to attend the Action for Market Towns Annual Convention on 1st and 2nd October 2008 as the Town Council’s representative.

11.  Oral questions from Electors 





(45/08)

There were none.

12.  Press Release. 








(46/08)
Resolved: That a press release be issued regarding the forthcoming work to be undertaken on the trees in Bedford Road Recreation Ground.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	2/6/08

69/08


	08/00885/FULL

Sandy Sports and Leisure Centre, 

Engayne Avenue,

SANDY

SG19 1BL
	Full application for fencing alterations and minor paving works at Synthetic Grass Pitch at Sandy Sports Centre, Engayne Avenue, Sandy, Beds.
	Resolved: No objection
	Town Council 

23/6/08
	

	4/6/08

70/08


	08/00844/FULL

Mr P Austin

41 St Johns Road

Moggerhanger

SANDY

MK44 3RJ
	Full application for renovation and extension to existing outbuilding to form residence and alteration to access at 29 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 27 and 31 Bedford Road and 1 The Avenue, Sandy notified
	Resolved: Object

a) Inadequate access

b) Detrimental development in a conservation area.
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	4/6/08

71/08


	08/00902/FULL

Mr J Albone

Roundabout Club

1 Bedford Road

SANDY

SG19 1EL


	Application for demolition and reconstruction of toilet block to include disabled toilet at Roundabout Club, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours The Baptist Church, 15 Bedford Road and 3 Kings Road, Sandy notified

	Resolved: No objection
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	6/6/08

72/08


	08/00909/FULL

Mr J Walker

19 London Road,

SANDY

SG19 1HA
	Full application for change of use from B1 workshop to residential storage at 19A London Road, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 21 and 23 London Road, 5,6,7,8,9,10,11 and 12 Poplar Close, Sandy notified
	Resolved: No objection
	Town Council

23/6/08
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	11/6/08

73/08


	08/00884/FULL

Mr A Maguire

25 Orchard Road

Beeston

SANDY

SG19 1PJ
	Full application to replace existing conservatory with single storey rear extension.  Build up existing extension to match height of proposed at 25 Orchard Road, Beeston.

Near neighbours 23 and 27 Orchard Road, Beeston notified


	Resolved: No objection
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	12/6/08

74/08


	BC/CC/2008/23

Beds County Council

County Hall

Cauldwell Street

BEDFORD

MK42 9AP
	Application for erection of wooden pavilion, staging and play equipment on new surfacing at Laburnum School, Laburnum Road, Sandy,Beds.
	Resolved: No objection
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	12/6/08

75/08


	08/00921/FULL

Mr D Richardson

2 Hazells Lodge

Everton Road

SANDY

SG19 2DD


	Full application for erection of 1m high fence around boundary and Barn style storage shed at 2 Hazells Lodge, Sandy, Beds
	Resolved: No objection
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	16/6/08

76/08


	08/00997/FULL

Miss S Henderson

Aragon Housing 

2 Shannon Court

High Street

SANDY

SG19 1AG
	Full application for single storey rear extension at 34 Queens Road, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 32 and 36 Queens Road notified.
	Resolved: No objection 
	Town Council
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	16/6/08

77/08


	08/00996/FULL

Mr D Newman

25 Ivel Road

SANDY

SG19 1BA
	Full application for part two and part single storey side and rear extension at 25 Ivel Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 23 and 27 Ivel Road and 6 and 8 Ivel View notified.
	Resolved: No objection
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	16/6/08

78/08


	08/00979/FULL

Mrs Hetherington

11 Brickhill Road

SANDY

SG19 1JH
	Full application for first floor rear extension at 11 Brickhill Road, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 10 and 12 Brickhill Road notified
	Resolved: No objection 
	Town Council

23/6/08
	

	16/6/08

79/08


	08/00954/FULL

Whitfield Group

The Grange

Market Street

SWAVESEY

Cambridgeshire

CB24 4Q6


	Full application for first and second floor roof extensions to create additional office space at 13 to 16a Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 12a,13,15,16,23,24,26,27,and 28 Market Square and 1,2,3,4 Pleasant Place notified
	Resolved:  No objection

Council is concerned about the overlooking of adjoining properties and about lack of car parking space in Town Centre.
	Town Council

23/6/08
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